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For residents living in long-term care facilities during COVID-19, the testing will come to them as Ottawa's 
Paramedic Services ramps up to undertake a big project that will have paramedics going to each of the 
homes themselves and testing residents and employees throughout the week. 


The team of 26 paramedic, started planning the initiative Friday evening and by Saturday were already 
visiting homes and testing people, starting with Carlingview Manor on Carling Avenue and Laurier Manor on 
Montreal Road, according to Shannon Leduc, commander of clinical programs at the Ottawa Paramedic 
Service. 


“The province has issued a directive to have all patients and staff members receive COVID swabs in long- 
term care centres so we've been working with the Ottawa Hospital and OPH to partner to be able to do that 
(Saturday).” 
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Also part of the team alongside paramedics are 12 respiratory therapists from the Ottawa Hospital and 
public health employees who are responsible for documentation. 


The project will continue throughout the week and visit all of the long-term care homes in the city. 


“We're trying to get through (the homes) with the most challenges as soon as possible, hopefully by the end 
of the weekend,”Leduc explained. 


On day one, Leduc says everyone's spirits were up and happy to help. 


“People are really collaborating well,” she said. “Paramedics are good. They’re happy to be helping. This is 
right up their alley.” 


The team has 20 long-term care homes to get through. 


“Paramedics have always been adaptable to whatever the situation is and we're very experienced in working 
in a variety of conditions and this is just one more thing that we're adapting to... It’s definitely challenging 
times but as paramedics we're quite used to dealing with things that are out of the ordinary,” Leduc said. 


And by going to long-term care homes to provide that service, the benefit is two-fold, Leduc explains. 


“We know that patients residing in long-term care centres are some of the most vulnerable in the 
population, “she said. “They're older, The also tend to have a lot more comorbidities— you have a lot more 
patients that live with more illnesses, so it's important that we're able to provide those services to them... 
Being able to do all of this swabbing is just helping us to more rapidly provide this surveillance data to the 
province that the province and public health officials and infection control professionals need so that they 
can put measures in place to mitigate the impact of COVID in these long-term care facilities.” 


As of Sunday, Ontario has 14,442 confirmed COVID-19 cases and 835 total deaths related to the virus. 
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